Summer 2021: “Returning” Pacific: Huahine to Tahiti  (And, CT 2022)
FRE 268/414; HUM 243; ENS 258     Summer 2021 aims for 05/24 - 6/10/2021
[image: Image result for Huahine] [image: Image result for Huahine]

Description: Our rigorous course, either for Humanities, French, or Environmental Studies credit, offers students established Tahitian structures in which to live sustainably, practice ecologically sound methods, and to develop a framework for critical assessment based upon experiences. We will question the logic of consumer culture and of the ‘post-card’ image of the regions, as well as what it means to have visited a foreign place. We thereby engage with many assumptions in “modernity,” “progress,” and “development”. Course themes include sustainability (in food and dwelling for instance); confronting socio-economic realities beyond ‘the postcard’ (poverty, obesity, for instance); Tahitian language and culture; French colonial influences informing the assumptions of “civilization”; and the cultivation of sustainable relationships with local persons.  
· 
I. Historical and Geographical Background Information and Rationale for Course
Tahiti’s existence as an autochthonous cultural region dates to approximately 600 CE, as a distinct branch of Maori (approximately New Zealand) peoples and cultures. Yet the Tahitian or Ma’ohi peoples’ lives were forever changed in 1768, when the course of the Boudeuse, commanded by Captain Louis-Antoine de Bougainville, dramatically altered the course of Tahiti itself. Indeed, beginning with British contact in 1767, centuries of colonial interest in the creation and maintenance of such themes as the noble savage, the exotic Other, and ‘naturally’ available women, for instance, permeating centuries of critical literature: from Joséphine de Monbart’s Lettres Tahitiennes (1784) to Chantal Spitz’s Postcards (2015), and beyond.
Since approximately 2008, the township of Ha’apu, Huahine, has been established through a creative return to ecologically and socio-economically sustainable practices. Everyone who stays there, including our course, works: we thereby develop experiential know-how about (for instance) agriculture, fishing, weaving, and how to pattern ecologically sustainable living in particular cases, which can extrapolate to more general approaches and understanding.
Our pedagogical approach has the following four basic steps:
1) The notion of “returning”: not only as a literal return to traditional practices, but “re-turning” as a critical appropriation of, and decision for how to interpret past autochthonous practices and techniques for ecological and socio-economic sustainability.
2) Basic training in the history of ethnographic methods and participant observation to appreciate, and partake of, sustainable practices in the communities of Ha’apu, Huahine, and Fare Hape, Tahiti.
3) Experiential assessment of “know-how” in terms of agricultural, fishing, culinary, and weaving skills required to be a member of said communities (e.g. ways of life).
4) Demonstrating critical analysis of Ha’apu’s and Fare Hape’s “return” to a certain politics of civilization in contrast to the tourism industry (‘postcard’), and metropolitan Tahiti (such as Pape’ete), which is largely urbanized and Westernized based on colonial French practices. 

Further specification of our four pedagogical steps:
1) Both Ha’apu and Fare Hape have virtually zero carbon footprint.  Students and faculty shall endeavor to demonstrate understanding of the communal decisions made to achieve this result, and to understand relevant alternatives.   
2) The community-based learning dimension is crucial, and so daily vlogs, and bi-weekly oral recitations based upon a particular theme, motivate the assessment of student learning as a set of concrete practices (and not for instance a purely theoretical or leisured approach).
3) Application of cultural knowledge will be led by the actual practices themselves, and the experienced practitioners or experts thereof, and not so much by culturalist discourses. 
4) The “return” to certain types of society and civilization will be informed by contrasting it with the understanding of competing ideologies (the tourism industry, and the Western colonial industrialization of Tahiti’s capital city, Pape’ete, for instance). 

Thus, our course offers students locally established structures in which to live sustainably (versus solely exploitatively, or solely guided by the tourism industry), to question the logic of commodification, and of the ‘post-card’ image of the regions. We thereby explore what it means to have visited a foreign place by establishing relationships that exceed touristic and calculative planning. Many of our activities moreover emerge only in step with the permission and encouragement of local persons and elders, and only after they have vetted our character and desire to learn alternative ways of relating to the land, working with the community, and demonstrating an open mind. Our course thereby de- and re-constructs many assumptions inherent in key notions such as “modernity,” “progress,” and “development”. Our course also places a premium on the need for cooperation and establishing respect for alternative methods of engaging with land and resources.
Our “Returning Pacific” experience exemplifies, and gives precise content to, Centre College’s language of “Lives examined, Lives empowered.” We plan on working with the Center for Global Citizenship to report on the outcomes of the course. This report will integrate our course’s experiences based on the visual (photos, videos) and textual (narrative records) documentations of students’ daily life and objectives. 

II. Pre-Departure Preparation, Course Structure, and Methods of Evaluation
Pre-departure meetings, readings, and trainings. 
We envision three pre-departure meetings (one in spring, and two in the fall [for CT 22]). Approximately four weeks prior to departure, Wood and Démont shall assign reading and assignments to complete. Quizzes on Moodle, and narrative feedback the day of departure shall be provided.
Our course will be open to French credit (2XX/4XX), Humanities credit (2XX), and ENS credit (2XX). The French 4XX students do their Vlogs, and all written and oral work, in French (FRE 2XX all oral work is in French). The HUM and ENS students are required to have somewhat lengthier: daily Vlogs, oral recitations, predeparture homework responses and readings, and final film documentary project. FRE 2XX students, like HUM and ENS, have lengthier written assignments. All groups shall learn technical and practical terms in Tahitian, moreover.
To elaborate upon the community-based learning dimension, our course utilizes workshops, interviews with experts, authors, teachers, and most crucially the everyday engagement with sustainable living practices at the township of Ha’apu, Huahine, and then the community of Fare Hape, Tahiti. Through interviews, site visits, journals, lectures and the learning of autochthonous sustainability practices, students will also acquire a working vocabulary of the Tahitian language.
Students are evaluated on their objective involvement during visits and fieldwork activities (questions, notes, research, etc.), their general attitude with the local communities (respect of the social norms, politeness, etc.), and for the French students, their ability to conform to the “French only” rule when appropriate. 
The frame for our study anticipates either “oral history” and or “journalism,” and so we do not anticipate IRB approval for human research. However, our course proposal may nonetheless be sent forward to the IRB committee to ensure that we are not taking unnecessary human research risks, and to ensure best practices for either the “oral history” or “journalism” route that students may wish to pursue to document their studies. (A “Wix” website or Blog for instance.)
Texts and Assignments, Pre-Departure: the following is a sample subject to change 

Selections from Beyond Guilt Trips (A. Taranath, 2019)
Texts in Anthropology (for instance M. Kahn, Tahiti Beyond the Postcard, 2011)
Ethnographic literature for Polynesian anthropological engagement (for instance in A History of Tahiti, 2019, and others to be determined)
Two novels demonstrating thematic engagement with our course: The Island of Shattered Dreams (1991); Postcards (2015) (Chantal Spitz)
Texts in Environmental Studies, specifically targeting tropical Pacific islands, TBD.
Pre-departure Moodle training and quizzes

All grades—participation, Vlogs, interviews, papers, etc.—are subject to rubrics that offer a spectrum (0% to 100%) based upon appropriate vocabulary, grammar and usage, and effective communication, with no tolerance for avoidable truancy or patently disrespectful behavior (i.e. 0% for that activity/assessment).   

	Dimensions
	Weight

	Reading material and quizzes (pre-departure assessments)
	20 %

	Vlogs (daily)
	30 %

	Participation (observable and total engagement to task)
	10 %

	Bi-weekly Oral recitations in French or English based on progress in a course technique (e.g. farming, dance, fishing)
	15 %

	Final Photo Montage (6 images with critical commentary) by oneself or with a partner engaging the 4 pedagogical steps.
	25 %


-In lieu of a final exam there is a reflective activity based on a set of images (photo-montage of six curated images/drawings reflecting course themes) and a critical narrative assessment appended/uploaded to each photo (varying for HUM/ENS/FRE). The FRE 4XX students write this entirely in French. The ENS, HUM, and FRE 2XX students write it in English, to lengthier effect. In general Anglophones and FRE 2XX will write more than the FRE 4XX students as a way of compensating workload.   
-The FRE 4XX and FRE2XX do all daily Vlogs, and all regular assignments (interviews, fieldwork, chores) in French when possible, whereas ENS and HUM conduct interviews when possible in English.
--All students receive feedback on their vlogs and progress on field work (e.g. on learning techniques) several times throughout the course--sometimes daily for the techniques.
--ENS students focus their final reflection based upon an ENS topic they have theorized prior to the course (for instance based upon an initial consultation with Dr. Brett Werner, and supervised by Wood and Démont, about this aspect), whereas HUM students focus their reflection based upon a HUM topic they have determined prior.
--All FRE students will be graded upon use of spoken French in vlogs and daily activities, and focus upon post-colonial francophone themes specified pre-departure, yet only 4XX are graded upon (and asked to produce) written French.  
--All students learn basic and practical applications of Tahitian (reo ma’ohi) in language and song--proficiency is not targeted but participation and practice are graded. 
--Grade distributions: Vlogs (daily): 30% ; Photo-Montage (i.e. final project) 25% ; Participation : 10% ; Techniques (more specific than Participation, based upon precise skills, e.g. “fishing” or “crop cultivation”, assessed by consulting the locals having the skill in question and in bi-weekly recitations) : 15% ; Pre-departure assignments : 20%. 

III. Anticipated cost per student: $4,050.00: This cost includes 3 meals per day, full access to every event, and all transportation logistics leaving from Cincinnati (CVG), Los Angeles, LAX, and returning to LAX, and then CVG. 
However, those who are accepted to the course and wish to make domestic travel plans independently (i.e. arrive at and depart from LAX by one's own means) are welcome to do so, thereby avoiding the fee from CVG to LAX and back (~$400).  
	
IV. Health and Safety Related Issues; Anticipatory Practices
A) There are no particular vaccinations recommended for the trip. 
B) Medical care: Huahine has a staffed clinic on the north-east of the island; Tahiti has a robust hospital system.
C) Emergency Safety Protocols will be specified.
E) Disciplinary infractions: Excessive anti-social practices will be subject to penalties specified in pre-departure meetings, and on site according to elders/guides. There will be a social contract statement detailing that we are foreigners/visitors to their land, and need to comport ourselves well to be part of an established community perhaps having differing values from one’s own, and strong traditions that may entail ideological differences compared to one’s own.
F) Contingency plan for COVID-19 related issues: detailed instructions will emerge with contacts and maps of clinics, emergency phone numbers, etc. The main resources are however our host families and community supports (i.e. people who actually live there and know what to do in an emergency).

V. Qualifications
Wood and Démont have led study-abroad to Tahiti in July 2019, to very good academic and communal effect. Although the scope of this course is different, our contacts are established and proven, our knowledge of the terrain is adequate, and our academic presence in the areas in which we will study has been approved by elders.  Démont and Wood also have the experience of leading students on a joint FRE/HUM course to Francophone India during CT 2020. 
Wood has visited Tahiti on more than 20 occasions (his maternal family is from the region, including family on Huahine).  
Tentative/Approximate Schedule: [Most or all of us will leave from CVG airport on Day 1 to LAX]
Day 2: Arrive FA’AA 5am from LAX [Depart evening Day 1]. Leave for Huahine by plane or boat TBD. 
Day 2 – Day 12: Huahine, stay at communal village of Ha’apu. Ethnographic observations and “know-how” lessons--total immersion in the practices of Ha’apu.
Days 12 to 18: Return to Tahiti, Punaauia 
--Day : 12 - 14: Punaauia (with host family): Excursions into Pape’ete, survey of street art, interviews with local artists and students. Lessons in Tahitian cuisine, dance, and song.
--Day 15 – Day 17: Fare Hape (center of Tahiti Nui); return to host family morning of the 17th.  
Day 17: Leave for LAX or SFO from FA’AA Airport at 11:55pm 
Day 18: Arrive LAX or SFO approximately 11am; students, Démont and Wood return to “home”
The evening of the 18th day, there is a budget (lodging and food) for students who may need the extra day to catch a return flight. 







Center for Global Citizenship
Decision-making Process for Travel Abroad
October 2020
Below is a summary of the conditions that should be in place in order for Centre College to approve study abroad programs in the current context.  It was developed based on similar documents from partners in the ACS, professional organizations, and third party providers.
1. US and Global Travel Reports and Restrictions
a. US Department of State (prefer level 1 or 2, but willing to consider level 3) 
	b. CDC (prefer level 1 or 2 but willing to consider level 3)
	c. IATA (International Air Transport Association) – country should be at low restriction level
	d. EIIA – our insurance company must approve of the travel, to maintain coverage

2. Travel Context in Destination Country
a. students can enter legally and with limited restrictions (quarantine and required testing are acceptable)
	b. US embassy is open
	c. country has a positive record of managing COVID-19 (e.g. low or diminishing infection rates)
	d. students will have access to good quality healthcare and readily available testing

3. Abroad Program has been sufficiently reviewed and altered to meet health and safety guidelines
	a. adapted to local rules about mask-wearing, social distancing, group size, etc.
	b. secured dedicated space for quarantine and isolation
	c. made changes to housing and travel policy if necessary
	d. plans have been made for academic continuity if COVID-19 interruptions
	e. students are able to take primarily in-person classes
f. Centre directors or partner staff are available to assist students and agree to higher expectations in terms of support and communication with students, the CGC, and parents.

4. Abroad program will be able to offer students the rich and meaningful experience that has become the Centre College standard.  Abroad program will be able to meet academic learning goals.

5. Students will be expected to sign and abide by a Study-abroad Social Contract
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