Math and Archaeology of
Ancient Peru

LAS 350 CentreTerm 2022

Dr. Robyn Cutright and Dr. Lesley Wiglesworth

Use MATH and ARCHAEOLOGY to study the ancient
civilizations of Peru.
Visit Machu Picchu, the Nazca Lines, the city of Cuzco,
and many other mind-blowing cities and sites.
Hike in the Andes Mountains and visit the beach in the
Southern Hemisphere's summer.
Practice Spanish and experience the food in one of the
world's leading culinary destinations.
Meet llamas and alpacas.

Course description: This course blends methods f rom
mathematics and archaeology to understand how ancient
Peruvians lived and understood their world. Ancient Peru was
a crucible for complex human societies. Despite the harsh
environmental extremes of the Central Andes, humans settled
there 12,000 years ago, independently invented agriculture,
and created a series of politically complex states and empires.
The Inka were only the most recent in this long sequence. In
this course, students will apply mathematical concepts,
archaeological data, and ethnographic methods to describe,
analyze, and compare different cultures. We will explore how
Andean civilizations devised their own mathematical tools
and used math (such as symmetry and f ractals) in their
architecture, engineering, and art.

What are the prerequisites?

Key details:

There are no course prerequisites or
language requirements. Students should
be prepared to hike at least 3 miles at
altitude and have a sense of adventure.

How much does it cost?
$4200. The f irst third is due by April 1.

What does the cost cover?
All flights (US-Peru and domestic
flights), all in-country transportation, all
lodging and entrance fees, at least two
meals a day. Students are responsible for
other meals, water, souvenirs and other
personal expenses.

Where will we go?
We fly to Lima, Peru's capital city of 10
million, to orient ourselves by visiting
important sites and museums. Then, we
fly to the Sacred Valley of the Incas to visit
ancient ruins and modern artisans. Next,
we take the train to Machu Picchu. We
then travel to Cuzco, the navel of the
world for the Inca, and explore this
prehispanic, colonial, and global city.
Finally, we return to the coast for a visit to
the Nazca Lines and the southern desert.

How do I apply?
Contact Dr. Cutright (robyn.cutright@centre.edu) or Dr. Wiglesworth
(lesley.wiglesworth@centre.edu) with questions.
Applications are due February 10, 2021. After we accept you, you will need to make your
f irst payment to hold your spot. Click here for the application.

